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and Mr. Palmer regard1ng various laws relating to slaughtering live
stock, followed. Chief Stroh mentioned that an inspeotor from the 
Office of Price Administration had recently cheoked the quantity ot 
meat stored in frozen food lockers, having cheoked the locker men
tioned. by Mr. Jain in the course of his work. 

Councilman Baboook moved all bills properly audi ted be paid. 
Counoilman Hi toheock seconded theIllotio'n, whioh was carried by the 
following roll eall vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcook, CUCCi, 
Hi tohoo ok, Powell and McGuire. NOES: OOUNCILMEN: None. AB
SENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

At 9:50 P.M.~ upon motion of Counoilman Hitchoook, seconded 
by CouncilmanCueci, the meeting adjourned • 

APPROVED: 

MINUTES OF A. REGULAR ~ING 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

. a:~:-.<~ . 
city cerorecty 01 ~rrance 

Torranoe, California 
February 9, 1943 

The City COuncil of the 0'1 t1' of Torrance convened in a Regular 
Keeting in the Council Chamber, City Hall, Torrance, Californ1a, 
on Tuesday, February 9, 1943 at 7:45 P.M. 

Mayor McGuire called the meeting to order. 

Clerk Bartlett ealled the roll, those anawering present being 
Councilmen: Bab:cock,. CUcci, Hitchcook, Powell and McGuire. Ab
sent: Counoilmen: None • 

.AJ.l those present in the COunoil Chamber Saluted the Flagl 

Councilman Bab-cook moved that the minutes. of a Regular Meeting 
held January 26, 1943 be approved as wr1 tten. Councilman H1tohcock 
s8:conded the DIOtion~ which was carried unanimously. 

1RI'l'TEN COMMUNICATIONS 

A communication was. read trom Tide water Associated 011 co.a
pan1', Associated DiVision, advising that tor the twelve months pre
ceding February 1, 1943, no receipts or earnings were derived. b1 
said company from the use and ownership of pipe line, for the con
struction and operation of which 0'1 tyof 'rorrance :franchise Ordi.- ' 
nance No. 127 1s granted and held by said Company. Matter of record. 

A communication was read from the Protective Police Service of 
california, signed by Rae O'Dette. 256 West l17th Street, Los 
Angeles, requesting a license to operate 8 · polioe patrol service 
in the ~ity or TOrrance. 
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Ch1ef Stroh ad~ised he had been contacted by the Proteotive 
Police Service of Oalifornia, and recommended that the request be 
granted, inasmuch as there are now no such concerns operating in 
the City of TOrrance. He added that the above-mentioned concern 
is licensed by the state. 

Councilman Powell moved that the request of the Protective 
Police Service of Oalifornia for a license to operate a police 
patrol service in the Oity of Torrance be granted. Coun~ilman 
Hitohcock seconded the motion, which was oarried unanimously. 

A communication os read from Mrs. Edwin Nesbitt, 207 East 
78th Streat, Los Angeles, acting on behalf of. her tenants, Mr. 
and Mrs. Belyne and Mrs. Nellie lUder, . requesting a permit to park 
a trailer for the duration of the war for sleeping purposes at 
1504 Madr1d Avenue. 

The communication 1'rom Mr. and Mrs. Eelyne and lIrs. Nellie 
Elder, addressed to Mrs. Nesbitt, in which the request was made, 
~s enclosed. 

. Engineer lain advised that many requests of similar nature 
have been made since the housing si tuation became acute. He . 
reoommended that, unless the Counoil desires to establish a 
policy at this time in connection with requests 1'or permission to 
live in trailers, the request be denied. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the request 01' Mr. and Mrs. 
Belyne and Jl'rs. Nellie Elder, submitted by Mrs. Edwin Nasbi tt, 1'or 
par.1ss10n to park a trailer for the duration of the war for sleep
ing purposes at 1504 I4adr1d Avenue be denied. Councilman Babcock 
seconded the motion, wh1ch was carried unanimously. 

A c~1cation was read 1'rom Mr. A. Z8mper1n1, requesting 
that a tree at 2028 Gramercy Avenue be removed. 

COllUlcilman Powell moved that the pepper tree at 2028 Gramercy 
Avenue, which represents a hazard to l1:te and property, be r8lIlOvecl 
as requested by Mr. A. Zamperin1. Councilman Hi tchcook seoonded the 
motion, which was carr1ed unanimously. 

A CODlDlUIl1cation yas read 1'rom Mr. R. J. Ashley, 1028 Cota 
Avenue, or1tio1z1ng the Pollce Department, ola1m1ng that some o:t 
the polioe ot'1'1cers operate the autC)moblles of the Department at. 
an excessive rate 01' speed, and also cri ticiz1ng the Department 
because, he said, gratis taxi sanice is provided polioe of:t1ce:rs 
to and from work. He stated that a Torranoe Polioe Car, driven 
under the above-mentioned oond1tions, ran over and killed a dog 
owned by Mr. Ashley on lanuary 7, 1945. 

Councilman Hit.chcook moved that the communication from Mr. 
R.I. Ashley ln whioh Mr. Ashley criticized the Torrance Police 
Department on the grounds that (I) some of the officers operate 
the Police Department vehioles at an excessive rate of speed, and 
(2) gratis taxi service is provided po11ce of:ticers to and 1'rom 
work, be re:terred to the ent1re City Council for 1nvest1gation an4 
action. Councilman Babcock seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously. 

~ CNMmUl1cation was read from the Senate, California Legis
lature, enclos1ng a oopyof a . recently adopted Resolution calling 
:tor 1n:tormation :trom the various counties and cities of the state, 
and :trom the variOUS departments and various COmmission boards and 
departments of State Government, relative to duplicate service and 
to unneoe.ssary expenditures. and elimination of funct10ns for the 
duration. 

It was requested that the information called for in the Reso
. lut-ion be fUrn1shed prior to Karch 15,1943. 

Clerk Bartlett read the Resolution 1n part. 
Action on this matter was de:terred for one week or more. 

til 



A petition tor change ot zone of all lots in Block 4, 5, 11 
and la, Tract No. 4070, all Lots in Blocks 14, 15, 16 and 19 of 
Tract No. a761, and allot Tract Bo. 10115, from Zones A-I and 
R-l to Zone R-3, was read. 

A communication was read trom Engineer. Jain relative to this . 
matter, in which Engineer Jain outlined the procedure as established 
by the state Planning Act in changing zones or amending zoning 
ordinances. 

Councilman Cucci moved that the petition requesting re-zoning 
of certain parcels of land be referred to the Planning COmmission 
in compliance With requirements or the state Planning Aot as out
lined hy Engineer Jain. COuncilman Powell seconded the motion, 
which was carried unanimously. 

A communioation was read trom Glenn M. Jain,. City Engineer, 
in Which Mr •. Jain advised that he ha~ been approached by soma ot 
the City employees requesting intorms tion as to whether they will 
be granted. a leave ot absence from the C1 ty it they are forced by 
the most recent order ot Selective Service to go into a detense 
plant. 

A discussion followed, in ~ EDgineer Jain stated that 
thirty-five job class1fications have been set up as non-deferrable, 
but, he added, whether or n~t municipalit1es will he able to keep 
workers is problematic, nothing definite having been stated rela
ti ve there.to. He said the workers feel that it they are to be 
forced into detense plants, they should be allowed to go immediate
ly and secure positions comparable with their present ones. 

Councilman Powell stated he felt they should retain some Ci~l 
Service status if tbey are oompelled to enter war plants. COuncil
man Hitchcock agreed that they should retain their Civil Service 
status 1f they are actually compelled to enter detense industries, 
but not 1f they leave their pOsit1ons ~oluntarily to enter-.rense 
plants. 

In the ensuing discussion, it was suggested that, 1nasmuoh as 
there 1s no provision in Stata law, and no prov1sion 1n the City 
of Torrance Civil Service Bules and Re~lation8 to cover this con
tingency, the City Attorney giTe this mat~er thorough study ani 
render a report Friday evening at a joint meeting with the Civtl 
Servi C8 Board. 

Councilman Babcock moved that the Ci.ty Attorney be instructed 
to study the question submitted by Engineer ~a1n as to whet~ or 
not employees w111 be granted a leave of absence from the Oity if 
they are forced by the most recent order of Selective Servioe to 
leave their pos1tions with the City. and beg1n work in d.~.nse plants, 
A.t torney Mccall to render a report l'r1day, February 12, 19~ at a 
jOint Civil Service-Ci.ty Council meeting. COuncilman Powell second
ed the motion, whioh was carried unanimoGsly. 

A communicationwaa read from Glenn M. Jain, C1ty Rngineer, 
advising that the C1ty Engineer's office has received a reque.st. 
from the Lo8 Angeles Board of Education f"or permission to move a 
bungalow onto the High School property. ·Mr. Jain stated.. that, 1n 
the past, the School Board has been allowed to place the Dungalows 
on mud sills on the ground, on the basis that the Duildings would 
be temporary structures only. However, he continued, most of: the 
bungalows have been there for twelve to fif"teen yeers. He aHed 
whether or not the School District should be required to place the 
bungalows on concrete foundations 1n compliance with requirements 
of the Building Code and City Ordinances. 

It was the opin1on of the Council that the School District 
sh.ould be requ1red to place the oungalow buildings on concrete 
foundations in comp11ance with the Building Code and C1ty Ordinances. 

Counc1lDan Babcock moved that the Los Angeles Board ofEdu
cation be advised that concrete foundations must be provided upon 
which to place the bungalow or bungalows which the Board proposes 
to move onto the H1gh School property 1n compliance with require
ments of the Building Code and City Ordinances. Counc1lman 
Hitchoock seoonded the motion, whioh was carried unanimously. 



A communication was read from the Civil Service Board, 01 ty 
of Torrance, advising that at a meeting of the Board held February 
3, 1943, a mot1on had been passed that the C1vil Serviee Board go 
on record as recommending to the City Counoil that the C1vil Service 
Contract w1 th the County of Los Angeles be amended, or a new cont
ract entered into for the examination function alone. It was . 
e.stimated that under the restricted form. of contract, a saving to 
the City of appros1mately $230.00 per annum would be effected. 

COuncilman Babcock moved that the recommendation of the C1vil 
Service Board ba complied wi th; that the C1 ty Attorney be instructed 
to draw an amelldment to the existing contraotbetween the City of 
Torrance and the County of Los Angeles, which contract provides for 
the per1'ormance by the County o~ all civil service functions, the 
amended .contract to prov1de that the County perform. the examination 
function cnly, or that a new contract be entered into for the ex
aminat10n fUnction only. Councilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, 
wh1ch was carr1ed by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIL
M;EN: Ba&cockc, Cucc1, Hi tchcock, Ponll and McGu1re. NOES: COUNCIL
JaN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read t1tle to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 1003 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORBANCK, RESCINDING RESOLUTION 
NO. 1558 ENTITLED • A RESOLUTION OF THE 
CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANcrE 
AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF CERTAIN PARCELS 
OF R1UL PROPERTY BY 'r1IK CITY OF TORRANCE.-

Counoilman Babcock moved that. Resolut1on No. 1565 be adopt.ed 
Councilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, wh1ch lias carried by tha 
follow1ng roll ea.ll vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, C:Ucc1., 
Hitohcock, Popll and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. AB
SENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Clerk Bartlett presented for final read1ng: 

ORDINANCE NO. 341 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
ESTABLISHING RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR 
TURNING ON OR RECONNECTING GAS SERVICES 
ON PREMISES WITHIN 'l'IIE CITY OF TORRANCE 

Councilman Babcock moved that further readiDg of Ordinance 
No. 341 be d1spensed with. Counoilman Hitchcock seoonded themot1on. 
whioh was carried unanimously. 

Councilman Babcock mOT4.d that Ordinance No. 341 be adopted ror 
f1nal read1ng. Councilman Hi tchcoek se.conded the motion. which was 
carried by the following roll eall vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
Babcock, CUoci, Hitchcoek, POllell and MoGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: 
None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Clerk Bartlett presented an Agreement for Sale of Real Xstate, 
covering property known as the North 'forrance water Wall, together 
with a letter of transmittal t'rom. Glenn M. Jain, City Engineer', in 
wh10h letter Mr. Jain adviSed that the agreement had beenprepered 
by Attorney McCul for the considerat1on of the COuncil and indicates 
the actual amount spent to date by the City on this property. 

COuncilman H1tchcpck inqu1red whether or not the officers or 
the company have completed. reorganization. He said his understand
ing is that Mr. Don Findley, Attorney., is handling the legal pro~ 
blems of the company, and that he thought the City had been await
ing word from Mr. Fib4ley upon completion of the reorganization 
proceedings. 



Attorney Mccall advised that the reorganization has been com
pleted. 

~g1neer Jain pOinted out that at the present time, no one is 
delegated to operate the well, and that it the City retains owner
ship ot it, some thought should be directed toward operation and up
keep. 

lEIlgine~ .lain said Mrs. Gonner, one or the interested parUes, 
had intimated that the ofticers of the company are withholding further 
action in this matter until the City arrives at a decision with re
terence to acceptance or rejection ot the agreement. 

Councilman Hitchcock suggested that the Council meet and dis
cuss the matter at length in an eftort to arrive at a definite con
clusion as to terms ot the agreement. 

It was agreed that the City Attorney should contact Mr. Don 
Findley, Attorney, and ascertain definitely whether the reorganiz
ation proceedings have been completed, a report to be made by the 
Attorney at the Joint Civ11 Sarvie-e-City Council Meeting l'riday, 
FeQruary 12, 19.45 at '1::30 P.M., atter which the agreement will be 
considered tor acceptance or rejection. 

Clerk Bartlett presented .uNDlbly Bill No. 120, submitted by 
Vincent Thomas, Member ot Assembly, Sixty-eighth District, which Bill 
was read at the January 2&,1943 meeting ot the Council and reterred 
to the Council tor st.udy 8Il.d report. No a.ction was taken. '!'he 8111 
was reterred back to the Council tor study. 

Councilman Powell moved that an appropriation ot $200.00 be 
made tor purchase of a second hand truck tor transporting emergency 
fire equipment. Councilman Babcock seconded the motion, which was 
carried by the tollowing roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
Babcock, Cucci, Hitchcock, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: 
None.. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

COuncilman Jlowell read a commun1cat10n :from J. E.. McMaster, 
Chiarot tne .Fir. De~f1rtment, in which Mr. McMaster reques.ted that 
an appropriation at 1300.00 be made tor purchase and 1.nstallation 
at a two-way radio set in the Fire Department 01dsmob1le coupe 
tor use of the Fire Department. 

COuncilman Powell moved that the request of J. E. McMaster, 
Chiet of' the F1re Department,that an appropr1ation ot $300.00 be 
made tor purchase and installat10n 01' a two-way radio set tor the 
lI'1re Department Oldamob11e coup. be reterred to the C1 ty Council 
tor consideration. Counc1lman Babcock s;econded the motion, which 
was carried unanimously. 

Councilman Powell reported that the request ot the Fire De
partment tbat salaries ot Fire Department Personnel be increased 
to conform. to salar1es being paid Police Department Personnel had
been given thorough consideration by the City CounCil, but aot10n 
'Will b;e. deterred until a budget repo.rt is rendered in ordar that 
the f1nancial posit1on ot the C1ty oan b.e a8certa1be~. 

Councilman Powell moved that the Kayor be authorized to set 
a date tor a meeting a-t the most convanient time tor all par·ties 
concerned in compliance with a mo~10D made by him .January 12, 19~3 
tbat such meeting be held in the near future, to which meeting 
representat1ves of ciYie groups should be inv1ted and urged to 
attend, for the establishment ot a Committee for Post-War Plann1ng. 
Councilman Babcock seconded tbe motion. 

Mayor MGau1re suggested that. betore the date is set, the 
various oivic organizat1ons be notif1ed to appoint a representative 
of their group to meet with the ai ty Council tor selection of a 
commi ttee and discuss10n ot Post-War- Planning. C':ouncilman Ponll 
approved this idea and incorporated it into his motion, whioh 
motion was carriad unanimousl.y. 



COuncilman Powell brought up the subject of Victory Gardens, 
stating that he thought a campaign should be instigated to encourage 
planting of Victory Gardens. He suggested that a meeting be held 
in the near future and all interested persons invited 'to attend. 
He said it may be possible 'to form a committee for the purpose of 
advisi.ng those persons who may seek advice in conne,ction with 
planting of the gardens. H8 added that perhaps interest might be 
stimulated if a small prize is offered for the finest produce 
gr01lJl, an exhibition on the order of a fair to be held. The City, 
he said, could set aside a small ' em>unt for the purpose of obtain
ing priaes for this , purpose. 

February 16, 1<#4:5 was decided upon as a suitable date for 
holding the meeting as ment10ned by Councilman Powell. 

Councilman Powell moved that a meeting be called for February 
16, 1943 at 7:50 P.M., to which meeting all persons 1nterested in 
planting lfictoryGardens in the C1ty ot Torrance ' are to be invited 
to attend, at which time all matters relative thereto will be dis
cussed at length. Councilman Hitchcock seconded the motion. 

A discussion ensued, Mr. stanger, Manager of the Water Com-
pany, partiCipating, relative to water rates for Victory Gardens. 
Councilman Powell asked what aid the City could render to benefit 
residents of the Hollywood Riviera section who desire to plant 
Victory Gardens. Mr. stanger, advised that the california Water 
Service serves the community and that a lengthy proc8.dure would be 
necessary before· the Company could be expected to offer reduoed rates, 
if they would do so at, all, but that it might be worth the ef1"ort 
to con tact the C1 ty Council of the City of Redondo Beach wi th the 
request that it be ascertained by that Council whether or not the 
California water service would consider offering reduced rates to 
persons desiring to maintain Victory Gardens. Councilman Hitchcock 
suggested that proper offic1als of five water companies serving the 
Oity ot Torrance be contacted and asked to oonsider the matt.er of 
oftering reduced water rates to persons desiring to maintain Victory 
Gardens. Narbonne Ranch Water Com:pan~es Nos. 2 and :5 were excepted, 
inasmuch, Mr. Stanger advised, as their rates are already low enough 
to warrant no further reduction. 

councilman Hitchcock moved that printing of tb1rty-tive hundred 
cards be authorized, inviting attendanoe at the dedication of. the 
Torranoe community Service Flag in front of the Civic Audl tori.WIl 
February 21, 1943 at ~:OO P.M., and urging all those not already 
engaged in Civilian Defense to make arrangements at the pollce 
Station as soon as possible to serve in some branch of the eivil1an 
Defense program, the card to bear the printed signature of the 
Torrance Civilian Defense Corps. Councilman Cucci seconded the 
mot1on, Which was carried by the following roll call Tote: AYES : 
COUNCILMEN: baboook, CUoc1, Hitchcock, Powell and McGuire. NOES: 
COUNCILMEN: NOne. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Couno1lman Hitchoook moved that an appropr1ation of ,122.21 
be made for labor and material for repairing the front steering 
and roller aaaambly on the small three-wheel roller for the Street 
Department. Councilman Babcock seoonded the mot10n, whioh was 
carried by the following roll call Tote: AlES: COUNCILMEN: 
Babcook, Cucci, Hi tchcock, Powell and McGuire. NOES: OOUNCIIJ4EN: 
Bone. ABSENT: COUNCIIJlEN: None. 

Councilman Hitchcock movad that an appropriation of $91.38, 
plus tax, be made t"or 45001 hay. COuncilman Baboock aeconded the 
motion, which was carried by the following roll call Tote: AYES: 
COUNCILMEN; Babcock, Cucci, Hitchcook, Powell andlloGu1re. NOES: 
COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Counc1lman Hitchcook-moved that the temporary emplol'lllent ot" 
Charles H. Hodges as an equipment operator to replace W1llis R. Tracy, 
res1gned, be authorized. Councilman Babcook seoonded the motion, 
which was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIL
MEN: Bancock, Cucci, Hi tchoock, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCIL
MEN: ' None. ABSll:NT: COUNCILMEN: None. 
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Councilman Hi tchcoc:k moved that the temporary employment of 
Fernand DePass. as a laborer for the street Department be author
ized. Councilman Powell seconded the moUon, which was carried 
by the tollow1ng roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, 
Cuoci, Hitohoock, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None • 
.ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

COUllc1lman Hitchcock reported that Mr. Fred Ernst, an equip
ment operator , of the street Department, has been induc:ted into the 
United States Army, and moved that Engineer Jain be authorized to 
employ a man to fill the vacancy created, thereby. Councilman 
Powell seconded the motion, 1Ibich was carried by the following roll 
call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, CUCCi, Hitchcock, Powell 
and McGulre. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCI1MEN: Non&. 

Engineer Jain reported that the' mechanic's helper has also 
resigned his posl tion. 

, OOuPcilman Hi tohcock moved tha.t Engineer Jain pe authorized 
to hire a meohanic's helpe.r to till the , vacancy created by re
signat10n of the man formerly holding that position. Councilman 
Powell seconded the motion, whioh was carried by the tollowing roll 
call vote: AYXS: COUNCILMEN: Babcook, Cucci,Hltchcock, Ponll 
and McGu1re. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Babcock moved that Mr. Fred M. Ernst be given a 
Military leave at absence from his duties as an equipment operator 
01' the City 01' Torrance street Department. Councilman Powell 
seconded the motion, which was carried by the following roll oall 
vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, CuCCi, Hitchcock, Powell and . 
McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None ~ 

Councilman Babcock moved all bills properly audited ba pa1d. 
Councilman Powell seconded the mot1on, which was carried by the 
tollowing roll call vote: AlES: OOUNCIIJO:N: Babcock, CUCCi, 
H1tchcock, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

At 8:4~ P.M., upon motion of Councilman Babcook, seconded by 
Councilman H1tchcock, the meet1ng adjourned. 

APPRQVBD: , 
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MINUTES . OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OJ!' 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

Torrance, California 
Fabruary 23, 1943 

'!'he 01 ty Council.ot the 01 ty 01' Torrance convened in: .. a Regular 
Meeting in the Council Chamb,er, City Hall, Torrance, Cal1forn1a, 
on fuasday, February 23, 1943, at 7:45 P.M. 

Mayor McGuire called the meeting to order. 

Clerk Bartlett oalled the roll, those answering present being 
Councilmen: Babcook, CUoci, Hitchoock, Powell and McGuire. AB
sent: couno1lmen: None. 
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